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Empower women, enable them with dedsion-
making capacity, andentrust them with resources
to bring change in the sotlety V(, SI{MU

PNS : RANCHI

ur aim is to bring
change in the communi-
ty, empower women

with decision-making capaci-
ty and giving them access to
resources. This can be
achieved if we enrich our cur-
riculum, revisil our policies,
and look out for the gaps
where true actions can be ini-
tiated. Our nation celebrates
diversity, and unity in diversi-
ty should be our motive,” said
Prof Sonajharia Minz, Vice
Chancellor, Sido Kanhu
Murmu University during the
Valedictory Lecture on the
concluding day of the confer-
ence organised on “Economic
Empowerment of Women in
East India and the Role of
Women's Collectives.”

She also discussed the
state’s rich cultural diversity
and the contribution of Jaipal
Singh Munda in the context of
women's representation in
the Constituent Assembly.
Collectively, we need to rede-
fine women's empowerment
by reimagining, realigning,
and revising our agendas, she
concluded.

Xavier Institute of Social
Service (XISS), Ranchi, the
Centre for Catalyzing Change
(C3 Sakshama), and the
Indian  Association  for
Women's Studies (IAWS) con-
cluded the two-day confer-
ence on “Economic
Empowerment of Women in
East India and the Role of
Women's Collectives”™ on
Saturday in the XISS Campus.
This conference was spon-
sored by the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation.

Earlier, the second day of
the conference began with a
panel discussion on the theme
‘Women's Access to
Livelihood and Markets: The

Role of Women's Collectives,

Microcredit, and the
Government’ chaired by Prof
Ishita Mukhopadhyay,
President, Indian Association
of Women's Studies and
Professor of Economics,
Caleutia University, Kolkata.

Director, XISS Dr Joseph
Marianus Kujur, highlighted
that setting a tone for such
important dialogue of empow-
ering women in all sectors is
the need of the hour. He
emphasised, “XISS's aim with
this conference is to initiate a
dialogue amongst the policy
makers. XISS has taken this
initiative to take the case of
women empowerment as not
just a knowledge dl‘;L'(:I‘sLlI'G'
{)I.II. as a campaign.” In his
concluding lines, he stated
that ‘real women's empower-
ment is turning crises into
possibilities and dreams into
reality.”

Further in the conference,
Sonmani Choudhary, Senior
Programme Manager, PCI,
Patna, presented her
research on Women's
Participation in MGNREGA:
Creation of  Sustlainable
Individual Productive Assets
for Women Under MGNREGA.
She emphasized creating
assets for rural women rather
than t‘!)rL‘.I(k’I‘II'Ig MGNREGA

as employment. It was [ol-
lowed up by a research paper
presentation on the evalua-
tion of a Start-Up Village
Entrepreneurship
Programme (SVEP) in Bihar:
A Case Study of Women
Entrepreneurs in Dhanarua
Block in Patna District by Dr
Shweta Chandra, Assistant
Professor, Amity University,

Patna. Mr Rahul Bhushan,
PhD  Scholar, Aryabhata
Knowledge University

addressed the Brick Kill
Industry of Eastern India: An
Economic Space of Systematic
Gender Discrimination in his
research.

Dr Madhu Smita Sahoo,
Assistant Director - Research,
Schedule Caste and Schedule
Tribe Research Institute,
Bhubaneswar focused on the
research on Tribal Women
SHG Members on Value
Addition and Food Processing
of Mahua: A Path Towards
Women Empowerment. She
discussed on how production
and selling of mahua can gen-
erate scope of employment for
women. A simultaneous panel
was also held were discus-
sions on Women's Collectives
and Urban Women's
Economic Capacity was done
Mr Om Prakash, Programme
Manag{*r PCI, Patna.
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